
CSI: Rochdale 
Forensic Science project 
for Key Stages 2, 3 & 4 
New for 2010 this full-day scenario-based activity allows 
students to become detectives and determine who 
perpetrated a crime (different scenarios and techniques 
depending on curriculum area, key stage and class size).  
 
Students will try to solve crimes by utilising various techniques 
including blood typing, forensic anthropology, fingerprint analysis, 
impression analysis for tyres and shoes, hair analysis, blood spatter, 
and DNA evidence.   
 
The flexible format allows City Learning Centre staff and class 
teachers to choose from several different approaches for conducting 
the activity so that it is possible to modify based on students’ 
abilities, class size or available class time. The all-inclusive activities 
contain enough materials for a class of up to 30 students, and 
contain a teacher’s guide, and student worksheets.  A range of 
possible activities include: 
 

�� The case of the Kidnapped Cookies! 
�� One Bite of Crime! 
�� Mystery at 323 Maple Street! 
�� The case of the Lost Skull! 
�� Sealed with a Kiss! 
�� The case of the missing mascot! 

 
All activities cover five key areas: Gathering information; analysing 
information; being creative; problem solving and team work 
 
It may also be possible to modify these themes in support of a class 
topic or particular curriculum area. 
 
Although our CSI ‘Whodunit’ activity days will focus on the scientific 
elements to detection, there are a number of other areas for 
consideration which may be used as an alternative.   
 
How about discussing the role of DNA databases as part of a 
Citizenship/Science theme?  
 
We get most of our information about crime stories from the media. 
Often the media get blamed for sensationalising crime. Are they 
making us all scared for no reason other than to sell papers? Or are 
journalists just giving us the stories we want?  Literacy project? 
Detectives and super-sleuths make great characters for stories – 
pupils can practice their creative writing, design cartoon characters based on criminals and crime 
fighters and research the science behind their techniques.  Robin Hood - folk hero or criminal? Ask 
pupils to research some of our most notorious criminals from history to decide whether a person living 
the same lifestyle today would be considered a hero or a criminal.  
 

For further information please contact John McKiernan on 0161 6539123 


